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CONDITION

(Cheack One)

[C1 Excellent Good ] Fair (1 Deterioroted [ Ruins [J Unexposed
{Check One) (Check One)
Altered [l Unoltered [T Moved ] Original Site

OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Within Doonslick State Park there are three natural, salt springs

situated in a valley cut by the Salt Creek.

This creek flows from

north 4o south and has as one source a stream originating from the

three salt springs.

by rolling
water from
as well as

sodiun chloride (1.8L:%).

The area surrounding the lick is characterized

‘lcessial hills which are predominately forested. The
the springs contains an appreciable amount of salt (1.99%)
(Joan May Weiland, "Ecology of

Salt Springs in Central Hissouri," Unpublished Master's thesis,
University of Missouri, June 1962, p. 57.)

To facilitate easy refrence, the springs have been designated springs

No. 1 and No. 2 (See sketch map),

The third spring was dug to a

depth of 1001 feet in 1870, and has been designated as a salt well.

Spring Ne. 1 emerges at the base of a hill and flows in a north-

westerly direction to the salt stream,

Spring Neo. 2 opens into a

small hollow about 500 feet northeast of the main spring area. The
salt well is 6 feet northeast of Spring lio, 1 and flows in a

southerly direction,

appear to be equal,

The outflow of the two springs and salt well

(Joan May Weiland, "Scolozy of Salt Springs in
Central IGsscuri," Unpublished iaster's thesis, University of
lissouri, June 1962, p. 15.)

Surrounding the two springs and salt well are many weathered, wooden,
upright posts, which are nost likely the remains of a late 19th

century attempt to work the salt springs.
have been used as supporis for dizzing copsrations.

panying photographs)

These posts appear to
{See zccom~

In the vicinity of the springs there are patches of barren flat
soil which glistens with salt crystals during the warn, dry nonths

of the wyear.

The crystallization results frow the dissolved salts

in the water brought t¢ the surface through capillary action. (Joan
lay Weiland, "Ecology of 3alt Springs in Central Iissouri," Unpub-
lished Iaster's thesis, University of lfissouri, June 1962, p. 30.}

Loczted northeast of the main spring area is a hand forged iron
kettle, thought to have been used by the Boone brotners in their

manufacture of salt.

The llissouri State Park Doard maintains the

site in a State Park and has constructed a foot path and two foot
bridzes to provide access to the spring area.
salt well have no% been reconstructed or restored.

The two springs and
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Boonslick is a significent natural spring, salt lick, named after
Daniel Boone's two sons, Kathan and Daniel Morgan Boone. This
spring was one of the primary sources of salt for the Indians in
the central Missouri area and for the early settlements along

the Missouri River between 1806 and 1833, The site is also sig-
nificant a2s it was a stopping point for travelers along an ancient
Indian trace which becane an early highwey from St. Charles west-
ward across lissovri, known as the Boonslick hoad. The area
around the salt lick, presently Howard County, became knovm as

the "Boonslick Cowmtry," and was a prime setilerent area in the
early 1800's, (LOUlS fiouck, A History of iissouri, Vole 3, p. ibe)

The sprinzs were inclnded in a Spanish land grant of LOO arpents to
James lackey on May 21, 1797. liackay, a native of Scotland, was
commssioned by the Spanish Governor to explore the upper Missouri
River between 1795 and 1796, and may have discovered the salt
springs at this time. However, it is probable that French trappers,
traders snd explorers who came into central lissovri earlier in

the 18th Century learned of the springs from the Indians.,

Nathan and Daniel M., Boone began bciling the water for salt at the
site in 1806, At this time they had one furnace with forty kettles
wiich required six to eight men to operate. The brothers produced
from 25 to 30 bushels of salt per day. This was shipned to seitle-
'Ilents along the ifissouri ver and to St. Louis where it seold for
$2.00 to 12.50 per bushel. (Draper lonuscripts, Interview with
Hatnan Boone 1951, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Vol. 65,
pp. 241i-2hb.) Tae salt works were later expanded by enlarging the
existing furnace and erecting a new one, enabling each furnace to
hold siuty ketitles. The operation of these furnaces required from
sixteen to twenty men; each furnace produced aboubt 100 bushels of
salt per day. Accordm" to Boone, 300 gallons of water were
required to make one bushel of salt. (Draper I,anu.:crip‘ou Interview
with Nathan Boone, 1851, State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
Vol, 63, oo, 2LL-246.)
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The method used by the Boone brothers in manufacturing this salt
is not definitely lmowm; however, descriptions of conieuporary
salt works indicate that the water was {irst boiled until almost
all was evaporated. The remainder was then placed in the swun

or "salt house" for natural dehydration. (Lewis Saum, "Salt
Making," University of ldssowri, 1962, ilmeographed.

This procedure of salt production and manufacturing at such a
distance from the npopulation centers did not prove profitable
for the brothers., In 1810 Daniel lL. sold his interest to James
Yorrison of St. Charles. [Hathan continued in the venture with
Horrison, but in the fall of 1511, he alsoc disposed of his
interests., Wathan attributed the failure of the salt works to
the troubles and pilferings of the local Indians Y, , . chiefly
in stealing and killing the working and beef cattle." These
work animals were replaced by gfoinz domstrean 150 miles to the
nearest settlement, while the works remained idle. (Draper
lanuseripts, Interview with Nathan Doone, 1851, State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, Vol. 65, pp. 2Lh-26.)

Between 1212-103l) Jesse and James lMorrison worked the salt lick,
operating on the same scale as the Boone Brothers,

After the Morrisons' enterprise, the lick remained idle wmtil
1869 when the Boonslick Salt Manufacturing Corpany was organized.
This company concducted rather exiensive drilling operations at
the site, digging one of the springs to a depth of 1001 feet.
However, when the water from the well was chemically tested, it
was found to be insufficiently saline to suppori the operations,
The salt works being situated gulte a distance from a large
population center also prompted the company 4o dissolve in 1879,
("The Boonslick Salt lManufacturing Corpany," Boore!s Lick Sketches,
lo. 67, May 8, 1939,)

The only other atierpi to utilize the salt lick was at the turn
of the ¢entury when an atterpt to stocit the lick with oysters
and salt water fish proved uwnsucceassful,

In 1959, an eight zcre tract wiich included the salt lick, was
donated to the State of ilissouri for use as a state park. This
arez has nov bzen eipanded to include 17 acres.
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DESCFilﬁE VIEW, DIREC.TIO“I;J;.éTC.”
Lool:ing west, view of Salt Spring i#l, at lelt. leandering
salt strea is visible in backzreound. Existence of szlt in
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